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THE SPONSOR

. The McCarthy family are honoured to be associated with
e “- this wonderful production. It celebrates the 100th anniversary
. i of the founding of a club which is internationally known for its

E i E | friendliness and the welcome given to members and guests.
We have been members of the club for many years. Kathleen
and I first joined in the early 1970s and our children Michelle and Tom
followed. I look forward very soon to my grandchildren becoming members.
We have experienced at first hand the hospitality and companionship at the
club and have had the good fortune to make many lifelong friends. For this and

many other reasons we are proud to be associated with such a prestigious club
as Monkstown.

Our own business was founded in 1961 and in a sense I feel we have grown
together in the same timeframe. The dedication of the many people who
guided the club through the last one hundred years is a key to its future, in that
each year brings a new committee and officers to carry on the proud and
wonderful traditions of the club.

Like our present economy the club has worked its way through good times and
bad times. There have been continuous improvements, from the original nine
hole course to an eighteen hole course, moving from the castle to the old
clubhouse building and now to the wonderful new clubhouse which is there to
carry us through into the second century of the club’s existence.

The future is secure and I look forward to McCarthy Developments sponsoring
the bicentennial in 2108.

The centenary book is a wonderful collection of memories and historical facts. This will
ensure that all of those who have guided the club in its first century will be remembered
by those who will follow us.

Thomas McCarthy and family

I wish to thank Sean Geary and Brendan Mulcahy who brought this opportunity to us and
McCarthy Developments (Cork) Limited.

for their efforts in bringing it to fruition.
I hope that all readers will derive the same enjoyment as we have from this treasured book.

I wish the club well for its future and a happy 100th birthday!










Photograph of Monkstown taken in 1911 by Charles Hamilton Foott.
The railway ran along the shore and was used by many members to
travel to and from the golf club.
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George M.W."Atkinson, Brigantine on the River Lee with Monkstown in the background. Painted in1849, this view shows
Monkstown Castle on the brow of the hill behind the growing village of Monkstown. (Port of Cork Collection)




MONKSTOWN GOLF CLUB

THE CAPTAIN OF
THE ROYAL AND ANCIENT GOLE CLUB OF
ST. ANDREWS

hortly after my election as Captain of the Royal and Ancient, I was privileged to be
invited to write a foreword for this magnificent centenary book of Monkstown Golf
Club. On researching your club I could not but be taken by your unique location
overlooking Cork Harbour and particularly by the outstanding commitment and
dedication to the game of golf by your members over the past 100 years. Within five
years of your founding I noted that you had already produced an international golfer
and in the interim you have produced top international golfers and administrators, both
male and female. I also noted that the original course was over nine holes with historic
Monkstown Castle as your clubhouse, surely the envy of surrounding clubs then and
thereafter. Sixty three years on and you had extended your course to eighteen holes
and moved to a new clubhouse. All the while you have continued to upgrade your
course and by 2006 you had moved to yet another new clubhouse, this time to the
striking one you occupy today.

I am so pleased to be associated with this beautifully written and designed book which
faithfully charts your progress over the past century. You must be so proud of the
historic material you possess dating back to 11 April 1908, the date of your first
Captain’s drive-in. The book captures the spirit and ethos of your club down through
the years and it illustrates all that is best in our wonderful game. Most especially it
demonstrates the way in which golf, even at the highest level, can be combined with a
most enjoyable social side; this added dimension undoubtedly gives a club a greater
sense of camaraderie and unity of purpose.

To the officers and members of Monkstown Golf Club, I salute you on your
remarkable achievements during your first 100 years and it is my sincere wish that
your successors will continue in your footsteps and bring further glory to your
wonderful club over the next century.

e s 1 Littoe

Hamish Ritchie
Captain of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews
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THE CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE
OF MANAGEMENT

THE PRESIDENT

Our Centenary Book captures the unique history of our club, its officers, members and
staff in minute detail, from our origins in the historic castle clubhouse to our recently
constructed new modern clubhouse. It also chronicles the development of our golf
course from the original nine holes to our current much developed eighteen hole

In the ordinary scale of time and its relentless passage, a centenary is truly a
momentous occasion for either a person or an organisation. Its achievement confers
venerability, dignity and the wisdom of great age.

As our club achieves its first century of existence, it is a matter of great
pride to those of us who have witnessed the progress made over the years.
That progress is the legacy we have been fortunate enough to inherit from
those members who worked to establish this club in times less fortunate
than now. They were indeed circumspect, diligent — but kept before them
the ideal of a club dedicated to friendship and achievement.

So in this time of celebration, let us enjoy our achievements whilst at the
same time remembering the efforts of those who over the years gave with
such generosity to Monkstown.

Guim gach beannacht ar dr mbaill uilig anseo, i lathair na huaire sa
todhchai, gan dearmad a dhéanamh ar dr sinsir agus an oll-obair a rinne
siad ddinn. T4 suil agam go mbeidh greim doct againn ar a sprid, agus go
mbeidh a leithéid ann againn ‘sna réims{ atd le teacht.

course. I believe the book captures the significant
voluntary effort of members over the years in
developing the various golf course layouts and
clubhouse facilities for which the members can be
rightly proud. In addition, it celebrates the golfing
achievements of our members on the national and
international scenes down through the years. Great
credit and thanks are due to Sean Geary and his
Centenary Committee who worked extremely hard to
make this publication possible.

It has been a unique honour for me to have been
President of Monkstown Golf Club in this Centenary
Year. The goodwill and friendship, which is
synonymous with our club, will leave Madeleine and
me with lasting fond memories of a year of great

celebrations to which many members contributed.
It is with great pride that I take this opportunity of contributing to the
Centenary Book of this great club. Our Centenary Captain’s versatility over the years on
the entertainment scene both outside and within the
club made him an inspired choice to represent the club
in this special year. Our Ladies’ Club Centenary
Brian Dunphy Captain brought a charm and dedication to the role which more than matched the
Chairman, Committee of Management requirements of a truly demanding year. It was a pleasure to have Maurice Healy and

Maura Long as colleagues for our Centenary Year.

I hope that you have enjoyed the Centenary Year as much as I have and that the
Centenary Book will provide you with many happy hours of reflection.

Larry O’Dwyer

President



THE CAPTAIN

MONKSTOWN GOLF CLUB

It has been a wonderful honour to be elected captain of this great club in our Centenary
Year. It is the highlight of my thirty years of Monkstown membership.

As we look back over our past 100 years we celebrate the journey that our members

have undertaken and we applaud the vision of these
members during the years. This book is a fitting
recognition of our history and we thank all who
contributed photographs and other material and
indeed their own memories and anecdotes. Our very
special thanks to Hamish Ritchie, Captain of the
Royal and Ancient, for his attendance at the launch
and his kind words.

With our new clubhouse and our course
improvements, our facilities are now of the highest
standard but be assured we will not be resting on our
laurels as we look forward to our second hundred
years. I am confident that we will continue to have
members with the vision and the talent to keep this
wonderful club progressing for many years to come.

Our centenary celebrations have received enormous
support from our members and friends and we hope
that there was something for everyone to remember.
As our year draws to a close the memories of a
fantastic 2008 will be always with me. Who can

forget events like our 100th anniversary drive-in, our centenary ball, Ryder Cup
weekend, the twinning with Ottawa Hunt and Golf Club and the Munster and All

Ireland Finals of the Bulmers’ Cups and Shields?

May I thank my fellow officers Larry O’Dwyer and Maura Long for their support and
particularly for such an enjoyable year. Thank you to all the members and staff for
making 2008 so special for me and my family. May we all enjoy many more years of

good health and good golf at Monkstown.

Maurice Healy
Captain

THE LADY CAPTAIN

To be selected by our members to represent Monkstown Golf Club in its Centenary
Year has been an honour and a privilege and I am grateful for the wonderful

opportunity afforded to me.

Can you imagine life without golf and particularly Monkstown Golf Club?
Just over one hundred years ago, Parkgarriffe, Monkstown and its environs
was a much quieter place than it is today! We are indebted to past members
who were inspirational in the setting up of this club and gave us this
wonderful legacy to enjoy. Over the years Monkstown has become
synonymous with golf, lively social activities and a wonderful culture. We
have had three clubhouses, each with its distinctive personality, with the
present wonderful building being completed in 2006. We are proud that in
this fast changing world, Monkstown continues to adapt to new challenges
while, at the same time, retaining our charm and family spirit for which we
are so well known. I have no doubt that good golf, good fun and great
friendships will continue for another hundred years.

A great deal of work has gone into this Centenary Book and the planning of
events during 2008 and I would like to express my thanks to Sean Geary,
Chairman of the Centenary Committee, and all our subcommittees for their
efforts throughout the year. Thanks also to our members who supported the
many centenary events that gave us all such unforgettable memories. We
were so proud to have our Ladies Challenge Team and the Bruen team reach
the National Finals during this year.

A personal thanks to my fellow officers of Captain Maurice Healy and

President Larry O’Dwyer for their support and friendship during this wonderful

Centenary Year.

I hope you will spend many happy hours reading these memories of 100 years.

Maura Long
Lady Captain




MONKSTOWN GOLF CLUB

THE CHAIRMAN CENTENARY COMMITTEE

In 2005 I was honoured to be invited by the then Chairman of the Management Committee,
Brendan Mulcahy, to chair the club’s Centenary Committee. The committee, consisting of
Eleanor Murnaghan, who acted as honorary secretary, Philip O’Dwyer, John O’Reilly and
Aidan Punch, all of whom had considerable administrative experience within the club,
have given so generously of their time over the past three years. Working with the officers
of the day, we drew up and continuously refined a programme of celebratory
events which we trust has marked our centenary in an appropriate fashion.

One of the major highlights of our centenary year was the production of this
centenary book. Acclaimed historian and author Dr. Alicia St. Leger was
chosen to research and write the history and distinguished designer Fran
Walsh of Fran Walsh Design was chosen to design the book. On behalf of the
club I had the privilege of working closely with them and the end product is a
reflection of the professionalism and attention to detail so amply demonstrated
in every facet of their work. Alicia had the distinction of writing the book
produced to mark the club’s 75th anniversary in 1983 and so she already had
a sense of the culture and motivation of Monkstown. She has faithfully and
beautifully recaptured that sense with this publication. I have worked with
Fran Walsh for some twenty years on various Port of Cork publications and
also on an award winning GAA book. On this occasion Fran has again
demonstrated his immense artistic skill and imagination.

Alicia, Fran and I are truly indebted to the many members and indeed non-
members who have helped us in our efforts to produce a fitting record of the
club’s first 100 years and they have been acknowledged elsewhere in the
book. However, at the possible expense of causing offence unwittingly to
someone, I feel compelled to highlight the exceptional contributions of past
Captain and architect of the additional nine holes, Tom Carey, esteemed member and
amateur photographer Rob Breathnach and long time members and past Captains, Violet
Murphy and John O’Reilly whose vivid recollections of times past helped us to name so
many members in early photographs. The wonderful images provided by professional
photographers John Lotty, Tom Tattan and Finbarr O’Connell have done much to
embellish the book.

We trust that, as you read this book and contemplate the remarkable achievements and
vision of our predecessors, members will derive the same degree of pleasure that we did
in compiling it.

Sean Geary
Chairman Centenary Committee




MONKSTOWN GOLF CLUB

PREFACE

Reaching a centenary year is a
significant milestone in a
club’s history. For Monkstown
Golf Club it was a perfect
opportunity to look back on
one hundred years of club life
by producing a publication to
mark the occasion.

The club had its origins in the
Edwardian era with a group of
energetic, forward-looking
individuals who were
fascinated by the game of golf.
Their enthusiasm ensured that
in 1908 the club was
established on a solid basis,
with  its  clubhouse in
Monkstown Castle beside the
newly created nine hole course.
From these surroundings, the
club grew and developed over
the ensuing decades. By the
early twenty-first century, the
course had expanded to
eighteen holes and a fine new
clubhouse had been
constructed. Throughout its
first century, the club retained
its friendly and sociable atmosphere while the love of the game of golf remained
undiminished.

This publication aims to capture some of the spirit of the club and to acknowledge the
dedicated contribution made by so many members over the years. Men and women
worked hard for the club, allowing it to grow during good times and ensuring its
survival during difficult periods. The story of Monkstown Golf Club is set against
the main trends in golfing, both in Ireland and further afield. The book also records
the main achievements of the club’s many notable golfers as well as celebrating its
important social life.

Many sources were used in compiling this history. Perhaps the most important were
the minute books which survive in unbroken line from 1912 to the present day.
Unfortunately, the first minute book from 1908 to 1912 no longer exists, but
information on this period was found in a club competition book and in other
contemporary sources. The minutes record the details of many aspects of club life,
including the mundane, but important, day-to-day management of the club. The
names of club office holders, professionals, catering staff and many others are
recorded on the pages of the minute books, showing how the club developed over the
years. Other club books, such as membership books and accounts, provided further
glimpses into the life of the club. These club sources were augmented by published
works, particularly newspapers, which recorded important events over the years. The
club is fortunate to have photographs of the official opening in 1908 and these images
allow us to look back in time to the founding members and their world. Other
photographs and artefacts from later years provide further views of club life in a
rapidly changing twentieth century.

The members of Monkstown Golf Club are, of course, the key to the club and the
author is grateful to the many members who kindly agreed to be interviewed or who
provided information and assistance. Memories of club life stretched back to the
1940s and evoked the life and times of the club in that period and later decades.

Sincere thanks are due to all of those who assisted in the production of this book. The
members, club officers, general manager, professional and all those who work at the
club were unfailingly helpful. Particular thanks to Barry Ferriss who kindly proof-
read the text. Appreciation is expressed to the staff of libraries and other institutions,
especially staff at Cork City and County Archives and Cork City Library.

Centenary Committee Chairman Sean Geary has been associated with this project
from the beginning and the author is very grateful for his guidance, help and
encouragement. Thanks also to Fran Walsh for his expert design which has
contributed so much to this publication.

Alicia St. Leger






2
' i s L =
- L - £
v '3
g = 3 Fe
- s i - - 3
ot - E = a
L L]
il b ' -
-oon ; - =
- T, . = - '
% = - -
- B = . i s
! E & .
e L " -
' o -
.
- e
[ o 1 4 = =
% ] s -
] E
L i . y- F 3
. i . s ¥ SETL a - i
o -+
- S
4
] X o - % -
* e ) o, -
8 i s
n =
. 5
i el i i R 5 =
~ - -
1 - |
'
- - = -
- § = ooy E 4



MONKSTOWN GOLF CLUB
1908-2008

2%

; ; i:'.n" .!'.-vE FANOE A5
_-_ ;W LELLL THI ME‘TLE'FJHM '
""._ l'—'\ h-I;h o -"'-'_ p .-'""I
ﬂ"ﬂlﬂﬂ" ‘ﬁ\!"ﬁ 11[]11111.\;-;1;1
P )

"

s __'\-\-._\_\_\_:____ -
;-_ I-_?- - L o
rALEEFIEs L= i0m LE
I"'h‘l ol i il S
i omaE
. - I"Irlr"k'l?.“l i T A
e B
] Il'.
LE
i

-
Fr
[ i, iif |
F 0

"% .'-ﬁ sy

RN,

L L hl"l"l'-"q"*"




MONKSTOWN GOLF CLUB
1908-2008

CHAPTER 1

EARLY YEARS
1908~1939

‘The Hon. Secretary’s beautiful little daughter, who looked charming in a cream
serge dress, and a red hat, then took up her position on the tee, and at the second
attempt, drove off, to the accompaniment of much applause.’!

o it was that Miss Eileen Boumphrey drove the first ball at Monkstown Golf Club on
a sunny Saturday afternoon on 11th April 1908, as part of the formal opening of the
club. As the applause died away, the nearly three hundred people present made their
way to the nearby castle for tea.

The opening of a new golf club in Monkstown was just one of the latest developments
in the fashionable village in the early years of the twentieth century. Over the
previous decades Monkstown had emerged both as a desirable place to live and as a
health resort for the wealthy. It had come a long way from its origins as the site of a
Benedictine priory that was to give its name to the area.

A small religious house had been established at Legan in the early thirteenth century,
possibly endowed by the MacCarthys. Although marked on some early maps as
being located near the present-day castle, the exact site of Legan priory is not known.
A modest establishment, it was dependent on the larger Benedictine priories at St.
John’s in Waterford and Bath. The priory functioned until the mid-fourteenth
century, after which time it appears to have been leased out and farmed: certainly in
the sixteenth century the Benedictine priory and hospital in Cork received corn from
the lands at Legan.2 Following the dissolution of the monasteries from the mid-
sixteenth century, the religious lands at Monkstown passed into secular hands.
However, the name of Monkstown recalls the area’s links with the Benedictines.

Originally held by the MacCarthys and O’Mahonys, the greater Monkstown area
passed to the Anglo-Norman de Cogan family in about the thirteenth century. The de
Cogans retained much of the area until 1438 when it was transferred to the

Fitzgeralds, Earls of Desmond. The lands at Monkstown subsequently passed
through a number of hands and by the 1630s belonged to the Archdeacon family. In
1636 John Archdeacon and his wife Anastasia built a fortified house in Monkstown.
It was this structure, Monkstown Castle, that became the clubhouse of Monkstown
Golf Club in 1908.

MONKSTOWN CASTLE

Monkstown Castle was the much loved and unique home of
Monkstown Golf Club for many years and there is a fascinating
story connected with its construction in 1636. The woman
behind the castle was Anastasia Archdeacon who reputedly had
it erected as a surprise for her husband who was serving with
the army of the King of Spain. John Archdeacon had land at
Dromdowney, near Mallow, which originally had belonged to
his father. In 1634 the Dromdowney lands were sold and two
years later the fortified house on his property at Monkstown
was built.

Anastasia Archdeacon was the daughter of Alderman Thomas
Gould, member of a prominent Cork merchant family. She
obviously inherited good business acumen as when she built
Monkstown Castle she managed the accounts so well that in the
end it is said that it cost her only a groat (four pence). She
achieved this by operating profitable stores supplying goods
and provisions for the workers. Another version suggests that
she deducted the cost of board and lodgings from the wages of
the workers. In any event, she completed the structure for very
little cost.

Monkstown Castle in the
mid-nineteenth century.
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When John Archdeacon returned from Spain, he apparently was so surprised to see
the new castle in Monkstown that he thought an enemy had erected it. He even aimed
his guns at the castle, reputedly damaging the upper part of one of the towers.

Monkstown Castle was a strongly built house, constructed with defence as a major
concern. It consists of a three-storey central block, surrounded by four sturdy towers.
Each of the towers rises to four storeys, with attic, and each has a bartizan or
defensive projection at the top of the outside corner. This enabled defenders to fire
on attackers or to throw items down on them. There also were gun loops at ground
floor level. These precautions were necessary in a turbulent era and indeed the
Cromwellian and Williamite wars later in the seventeenth century showed the
necessity of good defences.

In design the castle at Monkstown is very similar to that of Mountlong Castle, on the
eastern bank of Oyster Haven creek near Kinsale. Mountlong had been built five

years earlier, in 1631, for John Long. It is so similar to Monkstown that it is very
likely that Anastasia Archdeacon was familiar with the newly-built Mountlong and
simply decided to emulate it.

Monkstown Castle also shares similarities with other fortified houses of this period:
a large central block surrounded by four towers. It was an era when defence was still
important but an element of comfort and space was incorporated into the design. This
was achieved through larger windows, particularly in the upper stories, that allowed
light to flood into the building. These fortified houses also had wider, more
accessible staircases instead of the narrow stone spiral staircases of earlier castles.
Monkstown had large and elegant fireplaces: vital in a building where the main aspect
faces north-east. Similar houses to Monkstown Castle include Rathfarnham Castle in
County Dublin, Kanturk Castle in County Cork, Burntcourt in County Tipperary and
the military structure of Mountjoy Fort in County Tyrone.

Not long after Monkstown Castle was completed, Ireland was engulfed by a series of
political, religious and military events that led to great instability. The risings of 1641
were followed by involvement in the Civil War that had broken out in England in
1642. In the subsequent struggle between Royalists and Parliamentarians, where
religion played a major role, power ultimately ended up in the hands of Oliver
Cromwell whose army had subdued Ireland by 1653. During this period, the Royalist
and Roman Catholic sympathies of John Archdeacon had led to the loss of his estates,
including Monkstown Castle. It was occupied during the late 1640s by
Parliamentarian Captain Thomas Plunkett and later was owned by Colonel Hercules
Huncks before passing into the hands of Michael Boyle in the 1660s. Boyle was
Church of Ireland Dean of Cloyne and was a cousin of the powerful Richard Boyle,
First Earl of Cork.

While the Archdeacons lost their property in about 1647, they seem to have remained
in the area. John Archdeacon died in 1660 and was buried in a tomb by the small late
medieval chapel (which he repaired) near Monkstown Castle. His wife Anastasia died
in 1689 and was also interred there.

Michael Boyle, who eventually held the office of Archbishop of Armagh, retained the
lands and castle at Monkstown despite the further upheavals of the Williamite wars
of the 1689-1691 period. On his death in 1702 the property passed to his daughter
Elizabeth Muschamp and then to her daughter Mary who married Sir Thomas Vesey.
So Monkstown Castle transferred to the estate of the de Vesci family where it
remained until 1959.

Boyle and his descendants retained ownership of the property, but did not live there.
The castle had different tenants over the years. In the late eighteenth century John
Callaghan lived there and by the early years of the following century it was occupied
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Detail from Ordnance Survey map, 1902, showing the location of Monkstown in
Cork Harbour.

by members of the Shaw family. Bernard Shaw, Collector of Customs at the Port of
Cork, had a keen interest in the castle which he repaired and altered. A large carriage
entrance was created on the ground floor of the castle and one of the fireplaces was
enlarged and embellished. Bernard Shaw’s initials and the year 1804 were carved on
the fireplace. Shaw also enriched the surrounding estate by extensive tree planting
and building a new entrance arch near the graveyard. After his sudden death in June
1808, the family remained at Monkstown where a fine large house was built close to
the castle. Now generally known as Castle House, the building was described as
‘charming’ by a visitor in 1854 while a Shaw estate map of 1862 shows the residence,
then named as Monkstown House, set in ornamental grounds.’

While the Shaw family lived in the nearby house, the castle itself had a variety of
uses. During the end of the Napoleonic wars and for some years after that, it was used
as a military barracks. By 1837 it was described as a ‘a gloomy structure, and was
once rented by the government for barracks, but it is now used as a store-house’ # It
seems to have been little used in the later nineteenth century, but continued to present
a dramatic element in the surrounding landscape. In June 1864 it regained some of

e

w

its former dignity when one of the rooms was converted into a banqueting hall as part
of the celebrations following the marriage of Cornelia Shaw and Edward Hoare .’

Financial problems led to the sale of Bernard Robert Shaw’s property at Monkstown
and on Great Island in 1870. The new occupiers of Castle House were members of
the Newman family who made repairs to the old castle building. By the opening
years of the twentieth century Monkstown Castle was being used as the headquarters
for the Monkstown Badminton Club. A few years later, the castle began a new phase
in its life when it became the clubhouse for the newly formed Monkstown Golf Club.

Monkstown is one of a network of villages scattered around the extensive harbour of
Cork. The outbreak of the wars against France in the 1790s led to considerable
activity in the lower harbour as defences were increased and troop transport became
a common sight. The town of Cove (now Cobh) was central to this activity, but
Monkstown and nearby Passage were also important. During this period, troops
marched from Cork through Rochestown and Rathanker to Monkstown for
embarkation. Temporary military camps were established and Monkstown Castle
itself was used as a barracks towards the end of the Napoleonic wars.

By the time military activities
declined with the coming of peace in
1815, Monkstown had taken on a role
as a fashionable resort. In 1837 the
changing face of Monkstown was
evident: “The village, which has a
penny post to Cork, comprises a
great number of detached villas and
cottages, many being new and very
handsome, particularly twelve
beautiful marine villas recently built
close to the shore; they are
constructed in the pure Elizabethan
style, and are chiefly occupied by
respectable families as bathing-
lodges, for which purpose the village
is most favourably situated.”s Health
resorts were gaining in popularity at
that time and nearby Cove was
renowned for its mild and equable
climate. Sea bathing was seen as
having medicinal benefits and from
the late eighteenth century was

Watercolour of Monkstown by Constance Eleanor Westrop of
Ravenswood, Carrigaline, c.1895. The painting shows some of the
attractive houses in Monkstown, with sailing ships in the bay.
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Distant view of Monkstown Castle by Constance Eleanor Westrop, ¢.1895.

increasingly recommended for good health. The mild climate, attractive scenery and
waterside location of Monkstown made it ideal as a resort for the wealthier elements
of society. Similarly, nearby Passage had a bathing house and assembly rooms by
1809 while in 1838 the Royal Victoria Baths were opened at Glenbrook, between
Passage and Monkstown. A ‘hydropathic establishment’ was later established at
Carrigmahon house to the rear of the Glenbrook baths.”

Access to Monkstown was greatly improved during the nineteenth century.
Passenger steamship ferries began to ply the harbour from 1815, providing important
water links between Cork city and many of the harbour towns. Roads were also

improved and in the 1830s a new route was cut along the shore between Monkstown
and Passage. It was a technically difficult road to construct, necessitating cutting
through the prominent rock formation known as the Giant’s Stairs. In 1837 the new
road was described as having been “designed by Robert Shaw, Esq.; it winds round
the base of all the bold and wooded hills, only a few feet above the level of the highest
tides.”s Rail links with Cork were established from Passage in 1850 and company
steamers met the trains at Passage to bring passengers to Monkstown, Queenstown
(Cobh) and elsewhere in the harbour. The rail line was extended to Monkstown in
1902.

In 1888 Monkstown was described as “one of the most picturesque localities on the
river. This fashionable watering place was formerly confined in the gorge of a
romantic glen, but has gradually extended itself along the shore.” As the years
moved towards the twentieth century, so Monkstown was well established as a
desirable place to live. Many of the wealthier residents lived in large, attractive
houses and could avail of a variety of leisure activities.

The Cork Harbour Rowing Club had been set up in 1859 in neighbouring Passage
where a clubhouse was built in 1864 on the site of a former timber yard and sawmill.
The club regularly competed at regattas, both in the harbour and further afield, and
saw some notable successes./0 Another local club was the Royal Munster Yacht Club
which was founded in Monkstown in 1872 as the Munster Model Yacht Club. Its
members sailed out of Monkstown, where the club rented a portion of quayside and
also had a building for storing sailing gear. It did not have a clubhouse, but many of
its members belonged to the Munster Club, a gentlemen’s club which met in premises
near the quayside at Monkstown. The yacht club ran regular races at Monkstown as
well as holding successful annual regattas.// A tennis club was set up in Monkstown
in 1880 and five years later the Gaelic Athletic Association established a club at
Passage, building on the existing enthusiasm for hurling and gaelic football in the
area. At the turn of the century, there also was keen interest in the newly fashionable
activity of cycling. In 1898 a cyclists’ cafe opened in Monkstown to cater for those
enjoying this new sport./2

Thus it was not surprising that the idea of establishing a golf club arose in
Monkstown in 1908. It had a local population that included many members of the
middle and upper classes who had the leisure to indulge in sporting activities. It also
had local well-established sporting clubs, such as the rowing, tennis and yacht clubs,
that showed support for such activities. In addition, it had recently been linked
directly to Cork by rail with the Cork, Blackrock and Passage Railway extending its
services to Monkstown in 1902. This railway link was vital, not least because the
company actively encouraged developments along the line that would increase its
own business. At both Monkstown and Crosshaven ‘Improvement and Amusement’
committees were set up in 1907 encouraged by the company and by the local
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Map from Black’s Guide to Ireland 1906 showing the rail link between Cork city and
Crosshaven, passing through Monkstown.

authorities. It was the Monkstown Improvement and Amusement Committee that
first suggested the idea of setting up a golf club in the area.

Golf was a rapidly spreading sport in Ireland by the early twentieth century. Its
origins lay in the game of ‘colf” played in Holland as early as the thirteenth century.
The players with their clubs and wooden or leather balls are depicted in many early
illustrations. It is possible that the game spread to Scotland through trading and
military links between the two countries. Certainly, ‘golfe’ was mentioned in a
Scottish Act of Parliament in 1457 when King James II of Scotland forbade both golf
and football in favour of archery which provided skills that could be used during war.
The ban was repeated by the king’s successors in 1471 and 1491. Despite this
prohibition, golf continued to be played in Scotland where it was established and

consolidated over the centuries.

Golf came to Ireland with Scottish settlers during the early seventeenth century.
James Hamilton and Hugh Montgomery, both from Ayrshire, led the settlement of
Scots in east Ulster from 1606. Newtownards, Greyabbey and Donaghadee in
County Down were all expanded by Montgomery to encourage the settlers to succeed
in their new venture. In Newtownards he established a “great school” which taught
“Latin, Greek and Logycks, allowing the scholars a green for recreation at golff,
football and archery.”/3 This is the earliest mention of golf in Ireland. The school at
Newtownards did not survive the disruptions of the 1641 rebellion but it is likely that
some of the settlers played the game, as they had done in their native Scotland.

It was not until the eighteenth century that golf began to be organised into clubs: the
earliest Scottish clubs date from the 1730s. The famous Royal and Ancient Golf Club
of St. Andrews was founded in 1754 and became very influential in the game. In
1897 it became the governing authority on the Rules of Golf, in consultation with
other bodies. The first mention of a club in Ireland was a 1762 newspaper notice
referring to a “Goff Club” meeting in Bray in County Wicklow./# A golf course was
established on common land beside the seashore at Bray,
but little is known about this early club. In the 1850s golf
was played on the Curragh of Kildare on a course laid out

DEBENHAM B..m:l FREEBODY,

by David Ritchie in 1852. Ritchie had come to Ireland Wismen  Strd
from Scotland the previous year and had been a member f‘_}'ﬂ-“‘f r?-::: -:-. i q
of the Musselburgh Club in Edinburgh. John Gourlay, a &
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renowned golf ball maker from Musselburgh, laid out

links at the Curragh where the Lord Lieutenant, the Earl
of Eglinton, played in 1858 and 1859.5 There are
references to golf being played in other parts of Ireland
in the later nineteenth century, many of them linked to
the stationing of Scottish troops in an area.

Clubs were established all over Ireland from the 1880s.
The earliest was the Belfast Golf Club, founded in 1881
and granted the prefix ‘Royal’ in 1885. In County
Kildare, the Curragh Golf Club was set up in 1883 and
was closely associated with the military establishment
there. Military links were also important in the laying
out of a course at Fota Island in Cork harbour in 1883.
Little is known about this first Cork golf course, but it
appears to have been inspired by Lieutenant General Sir
Henry Torrens who commanded the Cork District

between 1881 and 1884. A keen golfer, he encouraged S e i i e i
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the establishment of golf courses wherever he was R ST e W e, O vl T

stationed, including at The Cape in South Africa and at
Malta. It is likely that golf was played at Fota during

Advertisement showing a lady’s golf cape, from
The Sketch, 12th September 1894.
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Torrens’ time in the area and probably
ceased when he left. A golf course was
laid out at Fota by Lady Barrymore in
1906. In the 1880s golf also was played at
an eight hole links close to Kinsale, being
associated with a Scottish regiment
stationed nearby./¢

The spread of golf in Ireland in the 1880s
was tentative at times, but by 1889 there
were eight clubs in existence and
knowledge of the sport was starting to
spread rapidly. Over the next decade
(1890-1899) one hundred and three clubs
were founded, a huge expansion in the
sport in Ireland. Many clubs had strong
Scottish connections, but others were
founded by Irishmen who had developed
an enthusiasm for the sport perhaps when
visiting or living in Britain. Amongst the
clubs established in County Cork by 1900
were Rushbrooke, Cork, Mallow, Bandon,
Fermoy, Clonakilty and Youghal. These
varied in size and longevity, but all were
part of the game’s expansion in the 1890s.

The rapid growth of clubs meant differing
sets of rules and regulations emerged. An
element of order was brought by the

establishment in 1891 of the Golfing

Advertisement from 1894 featuring men and women playing  Union of Ireland (GUI) to which clubs
golf, from The Sketch, 3rd October 1894.

increasingly affiliated. The GUI came
about from meetings held in Portrush,
County Antrim and was related to
discussions about the establishment of an Irish championship. Those involved
represented various Ulster golf clubs, with the original GUI clubs being: County
Down, Royal Belfast, Killymoon, Dungannon, Auchnacloy, Ballycastle, Portsalon
and Buncrana. The GUI was formally established at the Royal Hotel, Belfast on 13th
November 1891. Amongst its aims, the union hoped to co-ordinate competition dates,
to establish recognised handicapping rules and to advance golf in Ireland. A key
objective was to set in place an Irish Championship and this was achieved with the
first competition for the Irish Amateur Open Golf Championship held at Portrush in
1892. The following year the first Irish Close Championship was held at the same

course, while in 1896 Portrush hosted the first interprovincial match when Leinster
surprised their Ulster hosts by winning the competition./”

As the twentieth century dawned, golf clubs continued to be founded, albeit at a
slightly slower rate than in the 1890s. Between 1900 and 1909 there were 68 new
clubs established in Ireland, including one at Monkstown. As outlined earlier, the
idea for the golf club came from the Monkstown Improvement and Amusement
Committee. The recent proliferation of golf clubs in the country and the active
encouragement given to such clubs by local railway companies made an area like
Monkstown ideal for a new club. Most of the people behind the club were local
residents, many of whom retained a keen interest in the venture for many years.

The key people involved in establishing the club were Alfred H. Exham, Alfred G.
Boumphrey, J. Stratford Cummins, Graham A. Goold, J. H. Hogan and J.F. Maguire.
They comprised the golf sub-committee of the Improvement and Amusement
Committee and it was Goold who applied to register the club in early 1908./8 They
acquired a site for the club by renting Monkstown Castle and some of the grounds
surrounding it from Yvo, Sth Viscount de Vesci. Negotiations were carried out with
de Vesci’s Dublin agents J.R. Stewart and Sons, with the assistance locally of Major
E.B. Broadley.

The suggestion to use the castle may well have come from Alfred Boumphrey who
was secretary of Monkstown ‘Badmington Club’ which used the castle as its
clubhouse. Little is known about the badminton club, but it was successful in 1902-
1903 when members won five out of the six matches played.” The badminton club
clearly no longer used the castle in 1908, allowing the golf club to take it over as its
first clubhouse. Boumphrey, who lived at Rock Lodge in Monkstown, was a keen
sportsman. As well as his involvement with badminton, he won croquet
championships in England, Scotland and the north of Ireland. An enthusiastic golfer,
he was the first joint secretary of Monkstown Golf Club, a role he shared with J.
Stratford Cummins.20

Negotiations with de Vesci took place in late 1907 and were completed by mid-
January 1908 when the course began to be laid down. The man in charge was Peter
O’Hare of Greenore in County Louth who was to become the club’s first professional.
He was assisted by David Brown the professional at Cork Golf Club in Little Island
and the greens were laid by Messrs. Saunders. The ground was set out as a nine hole
course of 2,500 yards and was on a sloping site, with magnificent views over the
harbour. The existing mature trees in the area complimented the course. Most of the
work was completed in only three months during which time the committee spent
£300 on setting up the club and course.
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The first general meeting of Monkstown Golf Club took place committee’s invitation to open the links. Under il

the circumstances, Mr. Exham explained, Miss O R e e i
Eileen Boumphrey would drive the first ball.” 22 o e

This ceremony completed, the crowd adjourned . ;r.-‘;.-l;.-' Fetd

for tea at the clubhouse (Monkstown Castle)

on 4th April 1908 in Monkstown Castle. It attracted an

attendance of some fifty members, showing the keen
enthusiasm for the new venture. At the meeting Alfred
Boumphrey, Alfred H. Exham and Graham A. Goold

were elected as trustees of the club. The first President
of the new Monkstown Golf Club was Viscount de
Vesci whose role was more a nominal than an active
one. During the early decades of the club, the office
of vice-president was held by a man who was closely
involved in its affairs. This was Alfred H. Exham who
held the office for many years and who was a lifelong

before inspecting the course.

Monkstown Castle in 1908 was described as
providing “four dressing rooms for gentlemen,
two for ladies, a kitchen, a room for the
professional, another for the caddies, and the
hall ... which will be used as a general club
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supporter of the club. The first captain was J.F.
Maguire, while the joint secretaries were Alfred G.

Boumphrey and J. Stratford Cummins. The first
committee comprised Lieutenant Colonel John Barry, James
G. Crosbie, Walter Dwyer, G.M. Gray and S.G. Harris. There
were also two representatives each of the Improvement and
Amusement Committee (F.E. MacNamara and J.H. Hogan) and
of the Cork, Blackrock and Passage Railway Company (J.H.

room.”?3 The club had carried out some repairs
to the castle before occupation. The ‘links’, on
opening day, was deemed to have been “very
well laid out, and considering the difficulties that had to be surmounted; the men who
planned them may be heartily congratulated. The course cannot be said to be a
difficult or unfair one; but at most of the holes straightness from the tee is adequately
rewarded. The sixth hole is the largest, as well as the hardest. A fence and a high
stone wall have to be cleared, and then the approach is blind and down a steep hill.

Alfred H. Exham

Sugrue and R.J. Coppinger), showing the importance
of these groups in the setting up of the club. Indeed,
for the official opening a week later, the railway
company ran a special train service from and to Cork.
The meeting set the limit on membership as 325,
having already signed up nearly 300 members.?/

Thus everything was ready for the official opening of
the club on the following Saturday, 11th April 1908.
The Cork Examiner described the event: “On
Saturday afternoon, in beautiful weather and in the
presence of nearly three hundred members, as well as
many of their friends, the new golf club, situated in
the Castle ground, at Monkstown, was formally
opened. The ceremony was a simple one. Mr. A.H.
Exham, Vice-President, made a short speech to those
gathered around the tee for the first hole, in which he
expressed regret at the absence of their President,
Lord De Vesci, to whom they were much indebted. It
was mainly through the kindly and generous manner
in which he had met the promoters, that it had been
possible to form the club. He had written a very nice
letter, regretting his inability to accept the
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Painting of Monkstown Castle in about 1895, by Constance Eleanor Westrop
of Ravenswood, Carrigaline.

This hole is 550 yards, and the whole course of nine
holes is 2,500 yards. Players will find the lies
through the green excellent, and for the time they
have been in hand, the putting greens are very good;
and what is better still, capable of being made first
class. Situated as they are, on the hill above
Monkstown, one of the most delightful features of
the links, is the magnificent panorama of landscape
and seascape that is unfolded to the view. Indeed,
few if any courses can boast of such an outlook.”2#

Having successfully opened the club, members set
about playing golf — or in many cases, learning to
play golf. Although there were several other golf
courses in the Cork area, many of the members at
Monkstown had little experience of the game.
Indeed, the winners of the first ‘Gentlemen’s
Monthly Medal Competition” on 22nd August 1908
were Cecil H. Exham in Class A (handicaps of 18
and under) and J.H. Sugrue in Class B (handicaps of
19 and over). The newspaper report noted “it may be
added that these players have begun golf quite
recently and are both pupils of P. O’Hare, the
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Monkstown professional. Mr. Exham, especially, as a golfer of only four months’
standing, is to be congratulated on a most creditable performance.”?> Cecil Exham,
the son of the club’s vice-president, played off a handicap of 18 while J.H. Sugrue’s
handicap was 28. The decision to divide the competitors into two classes was taken
“in view of the fact that too many members have begun but recently.”?¢ Four days
later, on Wednesday 26th August, the first Ladies’ Medal Competition was held and
attracted thirteen entries. It was won by Miss Walker, playing off a handicap of 32.
Although the Ladies Branch of the club was not to be founded until 1923, it is clear
that ladies were active golfers from the very beginning of the club. Despite the
newness of the game for many members, two of them managed a ‘hole in one’ on the
course during the summer of 1908: Miss Exham and Major Fisher.

The new Monkstown golfers of 1908 bought golf equipment that had been steadily
improving in previous decades. The earliest golf balls were made of wood, but by the
seventeenth century the ‘featherie’ ball was in use. These balls were made of leather,
tightly packed with feathers and were expensive to produce. In the mid-nineteenth
century the gutta percha ball became popular. Made from the sap of the gutta tree,
the rubber-like ball was cheaper and more easily repaired than the featherie.
However, the introduction of the Haskell ball in the 1890s soon led to its domination
of the market. Coburn Haskell of the Goodrich Tyre and Rubber Company in Ohio
invented the ball which had a solid rubber core surrounded by wound rubber thread
encased in gutta percha. These balls travelled much further distances than earlier
designs. Like the earlier gutta percha balls, people used a variety of patterns on the
surface of the ball to try to control and improve its flight. From the early 1900s the
familiar dimple pattern was applied to Haskell balls and proved to be a great success.
As golf balls were increasingly mass produced, so they became cheaper to buy.

Along with their Haskell balls, Monkstown golfers had clubs that similarly had
evolved over time. The earliest golf clubs were made of wood, but by the eighteenth
century metal began to be used on the heads. The invention of the gutta percha or
‘gutty’ ball in the mid-nineteenth century meant that club design had to adapt to the
harder and heavier ball. Wooden club heads became wider and deeper and iron clubs
increasingly were used. Different woods were used to make golf clubs, with hickory
and beech being particularly popular. Many clubs were made by skilled craftsmen,
but mass production was beginning to make an impact. At the time that Monkstown
Golf Club was founded, golfers used an unlimited range of clubs. Many of these bore
names such as a brassie, mashie, niblick and cleeks. The brassie club had a brass sole
plate, the mashie was a lofted iron club, a niblick was used to play out of ruts, while
cleeks were light, narrow bladed iron clubs. These and other early clubs were
adapted over time until the modern club designs were reached.

The members generally wore their usual outdoor clothes when playing golf. Tweed
jackets and ‘plus-fours’ were favoured by men, while women had long skirts and
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Newspaper report of the first meeting of Monkstown Golf Club on 4th April 1908, from Cork

Constitution, 7th April 1908.
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Information about the course, together with details of the
Captain’'s Prize 1909, from Competition Book 1908-1924. (Cork
City and County Archives, U351)
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Details of the Ladies's Match Play
Competition played in 1909 and won by
Miss Waggett, from Competition Book
1908-1924. (Cork City and County
Archives, U351)

Details of the Men's Match Play Competition played in 1909 and won by J.S. Cummins, from
Competition Book 1908-1924. (Cork City and County Archives, U351)
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strong shoes. Hats were always worn, as was normal at that time.
Edwardian fashion was not always the most suitable for activities such as
golf and players must have suffered during wet weather.

The Monkstown club affiliated to the GUI in 1908 and adopted its
system of handicapping. The whole area of handicaps was subject to
much discussion in the early years of golf and systems were under
constant scrutiny. In 1926 the GUI adopted a standard
scratch score and handicapping scheme that also came
into effect in Britain. Information was sent to all clubs
and Monkstown noted the changes in a meeting in
October of that year. The club was given a scratch score
of 72 under the new scheme. Over the years, changes in
handicapping had an impact on the members of the club.

Caddies were an essential part of golf clubs and in the
early years were hired by most of those playing golf. A
caddie, often a boy or young man, carried a golfer’s clubs
as well as assisting the player by attending to the
flagstick. The golfer hired his or her own caddie and paid
them directly, usually one shilling and sixpence per day
with a tip of sixpence. Some players had particularly good
caddies whom they tried to hire each time they played
golf. The question of giving tips to caddies arose on
several occasions: in 1917 the committee agreed that a
notice would be placed on the club board “requesting
players not to give any caddies more than twopence in the
way of a tip for any day’s play owing to the bad effect that
larger tips created.”?” The opportunity to earn money as a
caddie was appreciated by many boys and young men in the area.
The caddies had their own room on the ground floor of the castle. In
1913 a speaking tube linked that room to the kitchen, allowing easier
communication between the two places. While a Caddie Master was
appointed in later years, it appears that the professional had a role in
managing or supervising the caddies during the earlier period of the
club. Caddies or former caddies were not permitted to play on the
course: in 1918 ex-caddies and non-members who played at
Monkstown were likely to be prosecuted. In a club that placed
considerable emphasis on rules and etiquette, it is not surprising that
members complained about the behaviour of caddies from time to
time. Nevertheless, the caddies provided a valuable service to the club
and their assistance was much appreciated by many members.

Frederick W. Wynne of Neptune
Lodge, Glenbrook, an early
club member.

Henry Exham

Monkstown Golf Club Scratch
Challenge Cup, 1911. The cup
was converted in 1929 to the
Monkstown Senior Challenge

Handicap Cup.
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The early members of Monkstown Golf Club were drawn mainly from the middle and
upper classes. They were people who had the time and resources to play golf and
were very typical of golf club members at this time. The club committee tended to
admit members who were from the same social classes as themselves and many
would have been connected or related to each other. The legal profession featured
strongly in the early years. Both Alfred H. Exham and his brother Henry were
solicitors and came from a long established and respected Cork firm. Other solicitors
were Graham Goold and Walter Ronan, while Alfred Boumphrey’s son
John qualified as a solicitor in 1911. Other early members belonged to
successful Cork business and professional families. Many members lived
in the Monkstown area and the fine houses at Alta Terrace, adjacent to the
golf course, were the residences of Alfred H. Exham, Henry Exham,
Graham Goold and John Boumphrey in 1913. Other members lived in
Cork city or environs. They travelled to the club on foot, by bicycle, by
horse, by train or, increasingly, by car and even motorbike. As early as
1920 there are references to ‘motor cars’ and ‘motor bicycles’ at the club,
showing that at least some members could afford these new and novel
forms of transport.28

The entrance fee in 1912 was £1.1.0, while the annual membership
subscriptions were £2.2.0 for men and £1.1.0 for ladies. Visitors’ daily
fees were one shilling for weekdays and two shillings and sixpence on
Saturdays and Sundays, or five shillings per week and ten shillings per
month.

The club began to develop a routine as the years headed towards 1914.
Regular competitions were held on the course and members
doubtless improved their skills over time. There were unusual
incidents: in January 1911 the secretary Alfred Boumphrey
reported “a ball struck by E.J. Cummins from the 1st tee hit & killed a

goldfinch in midair”.2?

Later that same year, in May 1911, the local press described a “very
interesting match” between “Major Fisher’s Team, consisting of the
Cork Harbour Garrison, and a team got up by Major Lynch,
consisting of members of the Monkstown Golf Club. Major Lynch’s
team just managed to win.”30 The victorious team consisted of
Major Lynch, B.P. Harvey, J.F. Maguire, W.F. Cave, Frank Maguire,
J.H. Sugrue, A.G. Boumphrey and A.J. Hogan. Major Charles J.
Lynch lived in Parkgarriffe House on lands just to the north of the golf
club. A veteran of the Anglo-Boer War, he would have known many of
the military and naval officers who were stationed in the harbour area.
Two months later, in August 1911, club records reported that “A most

Alfred G. Boumphrey
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Monkstown Golf Club
Handicap Challenge Cup, 1911.

enjoyable match was contested on the 17th inst., when the
Atlantic Fleet accepted the challenge and hospitality of this
club. The day was perfect for golf ...’/ Again Major C.A.
Fisher led one team, while V.J. Holt, Naval Instructor, brought
together a team from the Atlantic Fleet that included an
Assistant Paymaster and a Captain. Major Fisher’s team was
victorious. Naval and military officers obviously were fairly
regular players at the club: in 1913 it was recorded that “Mr.
Exham and the Secy were asked to write to the Admiral re
launches or boats to convey officers of the ships in the Bay to
Monkstown hard.”32

Other sports activities impinged on club events from time to
time. In June 1911 both ladies’ and men’s monthly medal

competitions were postponed because of the major joint regatta held by the
Queenstown-based Royal Cork Yacht Club (R.C.Y.C.) and Royal Munster Yacht
Club of Monkstown.’?> Some members belonged to these clubs and in 1909 J.
Stratford Cummins briefly was secretary of the R.C.Y.C. Similarly in September
of that year, the date of a semi-open mixed foursomes was changed as Cork Park
Races were held on the original date. Other competitions continued without
incident including eclectic, inter-club, foursomes and open flag competitions.

Arthur Henry Patterson (third from left, back row)
pictured with some of the other members of the 1913
Irish International Team. Patterson was the first Golf Club. This was a considerable

Monkstown member to achieve international status.

Prize money was awarded in many of
these competitions, although in 1912 it
was agreed that a first prize would only
be awarded where there were five or
more entries, with a second prize being
given where there were eight or more
competitors. The value of prizes in
1912 was as follows:

Men's singles 1st 30/-, 2nd 10/-,
Ladies’ singles 20/- and 10/-

Men's doubles 20/-, 10/- each player
Ladies’ doubles 10/-, 5/-

Mixed doubles 20/-, 10/-.34

In the pre-war years there was one member
who was a player of note. Arthur Henry
Patterson won the Irish Amateur Close
Championship at Newcastle, County Down
in 1909 when playing for Dublin University

achievement for the 23 year old Donegal

A

Report and newspaper cuttings relating to the earliest competitions in the club, 1908,
from Competition Book 1908-1924. (Cork City and County Archives, U351)

man. Patterson then moved south, joined Monkstown Golf Club and in 1913 was on
the Irish International Team that met Wales at the Royal Dublin Golf Club. This
talented player fought in the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers during the First World War
and, sadly, was killed in October 1918, aged 3235

During the years up to 1914, the club continued under the vice-presidency of Alfred
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H. Exham. In 1912 Captain William R.E. Annesley was elected as
captain of the club and presented a cup in July of that year.
Unfortunately, he had to resign in August because of ill health and
was replaced by B.P. Harvey. Captain Annesley lived at Old
Wood, Rochestown and was an Anglo-Boer War veteran who had
retired from the army in 1908. In 1914 Somers Payne took over
as captain for three years, being succeeded by J.E. Jenkins who
held office for several years. The role of secretary was held by
Alfred Boumphrey until 1914 when D.P. Sarsfield and Colonel
Lynch took over for three years. Edward D. Wrixon became
secretary in 1917, a position he held for three years until R.M.
Wrixon took over for two years. During this period the secretary
seems to have been paid at times. From 1912 the secretary
received £50 a year as “the amount of work connected with the
keeping of the a/cs and the general superintendence of the Links
involved such an amount of labour that it would be unfair to expect
anyone to take it without some recompense.”¢ This may have lapsed
after a time, as in 1920 a decision again was made to have a

Captain William R.E. Annesley of Old
Wood, Rochestown who was captain of
the golf club in 1912.

paid secretary. However just two years later H.B. Scott
seems to have been elected to the role in an unpaid capacity.

The outbreak of the First World War in August 1914 had an
impact on the club. The harbour area was directly involved in the war effort as the
naval establishments at Haulbowline and Queenstown became the centre of
operations for the whole region. There was a great increase in troop movements, the
naval dockyard on Haulbowline Island was in full use and, from 1917, ships and
troops from the United States arrived in the harbour. There even was a United States
Naval Air Station based at Aghada on the eastern side of the harbour from early 1918.

Not surprisingly, one of the first impacts on the golf club was the loss of members as
they left to take up war duties. There were many resignations during the early years
of the conflict, including committee member R.M. Wrixon. At the same time, the
increase in military and naval personnel in the area led to many officers playing golf
at Monkstown. In December 1914 a committee meeting reported that “Lt. Newport
wrote asking if officers stationed at Glenbrook could play on the Golf Links and
asking what the subscription would be. Hon Sec. replied 1/- per day or 21/- for six
months.”¥ The club adopted a policy of not charging entrance fees to service
personnel, something that was extended to consuls and their wives following a
complaint about the issue by Mr. W. Frost, the American Consul in Queenstown, in
June 1915. A year later two new members, R.E. Newton and A. Sinclair, from HMS
Pioneer joined the club for six months.’8 The arrival of the Americans in the harbour
led to further use of the golf course by their officers. However, it was considered
necessary to inform them of club etiquette regarding the hiring of caddies and similar

28

Monkstown Castle in about 1900.

issues. A circular letter was sent to each of the commanders of the United States
Navy in the harbour in October 1917. At the Annual General Meeting in April 1918
“A strong feeling was expressed that two American Naval Officers be co-opted to
assist the committee in working the club” and the following month “Lt. Comdr. C.A.
Dunn & Lt. B. Perry U.S.N.” duly joined the committee and were given a “hearty
vote of welcome” .39 The naval link continued after the end of the war as in November
1919 it was recorded that cadets from HMS Cumberland could join the club for a fee
of £1.1.0 for six months.

The service personnel using the course boosted the numbers using the facilities, but
the overall number of competitions was much reduced. In 1915 it was decided that
no challenge cup competitions would be held until further notice and the following
year four silver challenge cups were placed in the bank to avoid the additional
insurance costs.

On a more domestic level, the war directly affected catering at the clubhouse. Mrs.
Mary Hayes was the stewardess at the club during the war and had to cope with
various official directives regarding rationing and food shortages. In 1915 Mrs. Hayes
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MONKSTOWN

and the committee decided to
charge “1/- for Bread Butter Jam
and Tea Lunches up to three
o'clock, Afternoon Tea 8d, Jam
extra.”# However, problems arose
and in May 1917 Mrs. Hayes and
the committee met informally when
“The food question was brought
before the meeting & Mrs. Hayes
was instructed that no one should
get more than 2 oz of Bread at any
one meal & that this should also
apply to the caddies. Notices to this
effect to be posted in the club room
& in the caddies house.”#
Difficulties continued and in June
1918 it was reported that Mrs.
Hayes had been prosecuted under
the Food Act and as a result a notice
would be put up in the club room
that no meals would be served at a
cost exceeding one shilling and two
pence.

Food supply was a major challenge
during the war and the government

GOLF CLUB

during the war, so the club obviously fulfilled its tillage quota with minimal
interference to the course itself.

Although the castle may well have been used for club entertainments prior to the war,
it was in 1917 that the first record appears of an event being staged there. In January
of that year it was decided to hold a dance at the castle and a sub-committee was set
up “to deal with entertainments at the Castle” — no intoxicating liquor was to be sold
at such events!¥ That summer £7.10.0 was expended in cleaning and painting the
large club room and in the autumn the sub-committee of G.M. Gray, H.F. Tivy and
E.D. Wrixon organised three paper chases “with entertainment following” #6 Also in
late 1917 Mrs. Lynch, Mrs. Emerson and Miss Somerville were given permission to
use the castle, free of charge, for a concert for the Red Cross. The event, on 7th
November, was notable as amongst the performers was eleven year old Charles
Lynch who went on to have a distinguished musical career. He was the son of Major
Charles Lynch of nearby Parkgarriffe House who was an active member of the golf

tried to increase food production as

Official notice sent to members notifying them of the ;
much as possible. In 1917 the Corn

club’s Annual General Meeting, 1919. (Minute Book,

Cork City and County Archives, U351)

Production Act and a subsequent

Tillage (Ireland) Racecourses And
Golf Links Order required golf courses to devote a minimum of ten percent of their
holding to tillage. The result was that many golf clubs had to plough up portion of
their lands. At Monkstown some land certainly was devoted to tillage. At a meeting
in May 1917 Alfred Exham “... read a letter from Messrs Stewart & Son intimating
that the fencing of the land for tillage cost £46 & asking for a substantial contribution
towards same.”#2 In October it was agreed that “A.H. Exham & G.A. Goold wait on
Rev. Mr. Kennedy with a view to obtain his field for tillage & to intimate that grazing
would be found for his donkey elsewhere.”# The Reverend John Alfred Kennedy
had been Church of Ireland rector of Monkstown from 1903 until 1916 and
presumably had retired in the area. It is not known to what extent his field, or his
donkey, were affected by the tillage order! In November Stewarts informed the club
that no further tillage was necessary that year. In 1918 the first tee was altered “to
avoid balls being driven into [the] ploughed field”# Golf continued to be played
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Mixed Foursomes at the club in the 1920s. Left to right: Burke Cuppage,
Eileen Boumphrey, Gladys Boumphrey and Lionel Hill.



Notice of Open Meeting, 1921, from Competition Book  naval
1908-1924 (Cork City and County Archives, U351). The
winner of the competition was B.P. Harvey.
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club.

A newspaper report of the Red Cross
concert praised the performance of
well known singer Rita Wallace, but
also noted that “A remarkable feature
of the concert was the playing of
Master  Charles Lynch  who
contributed a piano solo, and also
accompanied Madame Wallace and
some of the other singers. His
playing showed a command of
technique and artistic expression
which would be remarkable in an
experienced concert performer, but in
a boy of 12 [actually 11] years old
they must be considered almost
phenomenal#7  This was Charles
Lynch’s first concert before a paying
audience and was a worthy start to a
renowned career. Other performers at
the castle included two United States
personnel, Hearle and
Thompson, who played piano and
violin duets. The concert raised a
substantial sum for the Red Cross
which also benefitted from further fund-raising events at the club. The proceeds of
the Easter Saturday 1918 competition went to the Monkstown Red Cross, while in the
same year a dance in the castle was in aid of the Red Cross Hospital Supply Fund.

The success of the 1917 concert at the castle obviously encouraged others to use it as
a venue. In January 1918 a piano was purchased and the committee agreed to charge
two pounds for the hire of the castle, including fire, light and piano, but excluding
payment to the stewardess Mrs. Hayes. Any entertainments were to be held between
7pm and midnight and were limited to fifty people. It was to be the start of an
important part of club life when the clubhouse was used to host entertainments that
were enjoyable for members and visitors alike.

The club barely had time to adjust to the end of the war in November 1918, when the
War of Independence and Civil War led to political and military unrest between 1919
and 1923. Most of this had little impact on the club, although in late 1920 a threat
was made to burn the castle and plough up the greens if a certain groundsman was
not dismissed. After a difficult period, the issue was resolved and the threat was not
carried out. The unrest led to problems for people travelling by train as services were
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disrupted at times. The June 1921 men’s medal had no entries because of the lack of
service on the Cork, Blackrock and Passage Railway, while in September of the
following year the committee agreed that “The free use of the Links was placed at the
disposal of any member of the Cork Golf Club who may wish to avail of it during the
present lack of travelling facilities to Little Island.”#8

During the early 1920s, as well as coping with the political and military unrest, the
club experienced some financial difficulties. These were evident as far back as 1914
when a reduction in membership was noted. It is likely that membership waned after
the first flush of enthusiasm for the new club died away. Resignations during and
after the war were not countered with an influx of permanent new members. The use
of the club by service personnel during the war obviously boosted its activities, but
only in the short term. In early 1921 a sub-committee recommended an increase in
fees and subscriptions and also suggested that one groundsman, with an occasional
helper, could be employed instead of the existing two groundsmen. The new
subscription rates were approved at the 1921 Annual General Meeting so that men
paid £3.3.0, ladies £2.2.0, juniors (under 18) £1.1.0 and family membership was
£5.5.0. In the 1920s the club had between 80 and 100 members, down from about
300 when it first opened.#

One of the recurring expenses for the club was the maintenance of the clubhouse.
While the de Vesci estate paid for much of the ongoing work, the club was
responsible for some of the costs. Leaking roofs, water supplies, the maintenance of
the avenue and the need for improved sanitary facilities were all issues faced by the
club in its early years. Another ongoing expense was that of staff. The club
employed a stewardess Mrs. Mary Hayes who was assisted when necessary by Madge
O’Brien. Outside staff included groundsmen and other helpers. Amongst these was
Jeremiah Condon who was appointed as head greenkeeper in 1929. The staff
maintained the course using horse power: in 1913 the club spent £33.6.6 on a horse
mower and horse boots. Mrs. Donovan was responsible for the mowing in 1921,
while in the mid-1930s the horse was supplied by Mr. O’Shea and special horse shoes
were bought “to avoid damage to the Course by O’Shea’s horse.”> From the 1930s
lawnmowers were used to cut the greens and tees. Sheep were used to graze part of
the course through an agreement with neighbouring farmer Dan Hayes. His
grandson, Dan Joe Hayes, recalled that his grandfather grazed about 160 sheep on
the fairways in the 1930s. While this generally worked well, there could be problems.
In January 1916 large numbers of sheep damaged the third green, while there also
was trespass of sheep on the shrubbery and grounds of Major Newman’s house beside
the castle.

Professionals had been employed by Irish golf clubs since 1889 when Alexander Day
was appointed greenkeeper and clubmaker at the Royal Belfast Golf Club. Other
clubs soon followed this example and professionals increasingly were an essential
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part of club life. The professional generally was
responsible for maintaining the course, making golf
clubs and giving lessons and advice to club members.
The first Irish Professional Championship was held in
1907 at Portrush, while the Irish Professional Golfers’
Association was established four years later in 1911.5/

The first professional at Monkstown, Peter O’Hare, played
an important role in the club during its early years. He had
been professional at Greenore from 1903 to 1907, before taking
up the post at Monkstown. He was vital in the laying out and
establishment of the course and his lessons to the many members
who were new to the game were much in demand. In late April
1909 he took part in a contest involving the professionals from four
local golf clubs: Cork, Muskerry, Rushbrooke and Monkstown. O’Hare was paired
with H.F. Lafollett of Rushbrooke against David Brown of Cork and John McNamara
of Muskerry. Thirty six holes were played at both Little Island and Monkstown, with
O’Hare and Lafollett eventually winning the contest.’?

/]

O’Hare resigned from Monkstown in April 1914 and emigrated to the United States
where he had a successful career. In the following month Jack Higgins was appointed
as professional. Jack Higgins came from a Little Island family that was to make an
enormous contribution to golf in the Cork area and beyond. He probably began his
involvement with golf by caddying at Cork Golf Club in Little Island. Jack Higgins’
skills and enthusiasm for the game were clear and he was professional in Monkstown
from 1914 until November 1917. He then moved to Muskerry Golf Club and from
there to Cork Golf Club which was a championship course. In due course his younger
brother Jim was to become professional at Monkstown and another brother Bob held
the same position in Muskerry.

The departure of Jack Higgins in late 1917 led to a period of short term appointments
in Monkstown. Jeremiah (Jerry) Finnegan, who had previously acted as caddie
master and professional at Muskerry Golf Cub, was professional in Monkstown for
less than a year and left in September 1918. The club then decided to appoint
William Holley who previously had worked at Rathfarnham, Stillorgan and County
Kildare (Naas) golf clubs. Holley appears to have remained only a few months at
Monkstown, from September 1918 until January 1919. He subsequently was
professional at The Castle Golf Club in Dublin.

Thomas Gaffney of Milltown Golf Club in County Dublin, was appointed as
professional in February 1919 at a salary of £1 per week, together with profit from
the sale of balls and clubs. His weekly wages were soon increased to £1.15.0 but he
did not remain long, leaving in June 1920. For the following six years the club did
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not have a professional, but instead relied on the assistance of David Brown from
Cork Golf Club. An agreement was reached whereby Brown or his son would
provide lessons at Monkstown in 1921 and 1922.

PETER O'HARE

The first professional at Monkstown,
Peter O’Hare, came from a golfing family
in Greenore, County Louth. He and his
two younger brothers, Pat and James
(Jimmy), all became  successful
professional golfers.

Peter O’Hare served as professional in
Greenore (1903-1907) and Monkstown
(1908-1914) golf clubs before emigrating
to the United States of America. There he
worked as a club professional with the
occasional tournament appearance. He
reached the quarter finals of the US PGA
(United States Professional Golfers
Association) championship at Chicago in
1920. Four years later he was tied seventh
behind Cyril Walker in the 1924 US Open
at Oakland Hill - a remarkable
achievement. It remained the best finish
by an Irish-born player in the US Open
until Padraig Harrington tied fifth behind
Tiger Woods in the 2000 championship.
It was also the best by an Irishman in any
American major championship until being
matched by David Feherty in 1991, when
he was tied seventh behind John Daly in
the US PGA Championship. In the 1931
US PGA at Rhode Island, Peter O’Hare
defeated the five-times winner Walter
Hagen in the first round before losing to
the eventual winner Tom Creavy.

Peter O'Hare.
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Peter O'Hare.

Peter’s brother Pat also emigrated to the United States where both
brothers generally were called O’Hara, not O’Hare. Pat had won the
Irish Professional Championship in 1919 and in America won the
North and South Professional Open in 1922 at Pinehurst, North
Carolina. It was one of the leading tournaments on the American
scene and Pat O’Hare’s victory was achieved over 54 holes after the
second round was abandoned because of torrential rain. After this
major achievement Pat O’Hare returned to Ireland for a holiday, but in
fact never went back to America. He won the Irish Professional
Championship again in 1927 and remained at Greenore.

Jimmy O’Hare also won the Irish Professional Championship twice, in
1914 and 1920. He served as professional in Skerries in County
Dublin before eventually returning to Greenore. These three
remarkable and talented brothers were all attached at various stages to
Greenore Golf Club which honoured them by instituting the O’Hare
Memorial Perpetual Cup in 2007 .53

The club was going through a difficult time in the early 1920s, with reduced
membership and financial problems. In 1922 the committee discussed the lack of
interest in competitions and decided to present winners of medal competitions with
tankards, instead of the customary “order on a shopkeeper.”># The first tankards were
supplied by Alfred H. Exham, Cecil H. Exham, E. Jenkins, R.W. Wrixon, Edward D.
Wrixon, B.P. Harvey, H.B. Scott and O.J.S. Piper. Tankard competitions thereafter
became a regular feature of club life.

There also were concerns about the course itself. Since opening, the course had been
maintained by the club, but does not appear to have been altered in any significant
way. It had suffered from occasional trespass by animals. In 1915 cattle had “injured
some of the Greens” while in early 1918 the South Union Hunt rode over the course
on two occasions, resulting in letters of apology from Mr. D. Morrogh and Captain
W .M. Kincaid Lennox offering to make good any damage caused’> In 1919 there
were problems with carts being driven over the course. Ted Whitaker, who joined the
club in 1920, recalled that “the course was in very poor condition in those days and
cut with a horse drawn gang mower.”56

Problems with the course led to the setting up of a sub-committee to investigate
permanent improvements. B.P. Harvey, J.E. Jenkins, Cecil H. Exham and R.M.
Wrixon produced a report in late 1923 and shortly afterwards the club agreed to
engage a greenkeeper jointly with Cork Golf Club. Early in 1924 the two clubs
employed Andrew Sharp, then working at Alexandra Golf Club near Glasgow, and
he appears to have worked on both courses throughout the summer. From October
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Sharp was employed only by Monkstown where the greens doubtless benefitted from
his work during the year or so that he spent there.

At this time, in the mid-1920s, work was being carried on to improve other golf clubs
in the region. Muskerry expanded from nine to eighteen holes in 1924, Cork Golf
Club made significant alterations to its course while Douglas also planned alterations
that were carried out in 1926. All these works were carried out to the plans of a golf
course architect who was to become internationally renowned: Alister MacKenzie.
Born near Leeds in 1870, MacKenzie studied medicine but during service in both the
Anglo-Boer and First World Wars he was drawn to the study of camouflage
techniques. Already a golf player,
MacKenzie started experimenting
with golf course design using similar
skills to those of camouflage. From
1918 his remarkable golf course
designs began to win recognition. He
worked on courses all over the world
and moved to California in 1929
where he lived until his death in 1934.
Amongst his best known designs were
Cypress Point (California) and
Augusta (Georgia) which became the
home of the Masters championship.>”
He worked on several courses in the
south of Ireland in the mid-1920s, not
only those named above, but also
Lahinch and Limerick golf clubs.

Information notice about the proposed
reconstruction of the course by Alister
MacKenzie, 1925. (Minute Book, Cork City
and County Archives, U351)

The presence of MacKenzie in the
Cork area was an obvious opportunity
for Monkstown to ask him for advice
about the course. The fact that other
local clubs were working on their
courses provided Monkstown with the
impetus to continue improvements.
Yet the club was not in a comfortable
financial position and had lost
members in recent years. There was a
reluctance amongst some members to
incur heavy expenditure which could
result in an overwhelming debt. At
the same time, it was recognised that if
the course was not improved then the
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club had an uncertain future. This dilemma was shown in the committee’s
instructions in July 1925 that the Greens Committee was to consult Dr. MacKenzie
but to keep the financial position of the club in mind.

MacKenzie produced a plan to improve the course, the details of which unfortunately
have not survived. The committee approved of the plan in August 1925 and
suggested that the costs of about £500 could be raised by a guarantee fund and a whip
around of members. However, the plans had to be approved by a general meeting of
the club. This took place on 3rd October and the vice-president Alfred Exham
explained that work was needed on the course “to bring it up to date”, while H.B.
Scott pointed out that “these improvements were to be carried out in order to keep the
links in the present position which it held in Cork golf.”’$ Concern was expressed that
the alterations would make the course more difficult, but Cecil Exham reassured
members that this would not happen. At that stage the whip around had raised £35,
while the guarantee fund stood at £145. There were long and detailed discussions
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with “opinions being about equally divided” .

No conclusion was reached and so another general meeting was held on 24th October.
At this second meeting, Alfred Exham told the members
that the contractor whom the club proposed to use was
then working in Douglas, having finished Little Island
[Cork] and Muskerry Golf Clubs “entirely to the
satisfaction of the members”.6? He argued that now
would be the cheapest time to carry out the Mackenzie
scheme and that “The main objection to the scheme, that
was, the cutting of the rough would be met by this
scheme. ... the club membership would gradually grow
less if something were not done”.¢/ Amongst those who
opposed the MacKenzie plan was founder member
Edward Wrixon who had drawn up a lengthy alternative
scheme which, he felt, would be better from a monetary
and golfing point of view. The details of this alternative
plan have not survived. After long discussion Edward
Wrixon’s amendment was lost and the club finally had
agreement to proceed with the alterations to the course.

Frustratingly little is known about the details of MacKenzie’s alterations to the
course. He appears to have worked on the fifth, sixth and seventh greens, adding
bunkers and reducing the amount of rough. The ground in front of the bunkers was
contoured to gather in the ball, yet could still easily be cut with a mower.62 The work
was carried out during 1926 and cost about £520. By January 1927 the club was
carrying a debt of £410 for the reconstruction work, but the overall financial situation
had improved and there was general satisfaction with the position. However, there
was a long drawn out dispute over the final payments to Dr. MacKenzie and to his
brother Major Charles A. MacKenzie who also contributed to the project. Payments
to Dr. MacKenzie were not resolved until late 1928, with Major MacKenzie’s
accountants still claiming £4.9.3 as late as January 1936.

Despite the protracted wrangling over fees and expenses, the improvements carried
out to the course in 1926 met with general approval. They also appear to have
increased confidence in and use of the club. In the late 1920s the financial position
improved through an increase in members, competitions and visitors. The 1927
Annual General Meeting reported that the club was “in a very healthy state”.63
Visitors were important to the club and some of them were tourists in the area. For
example, in the 1920s the States Hotel in Cobh provided guests with information
about Monkstown Golf Course, noting that it could be accessed by ferry and that
visitors’ fees were two shillings a day or fifteen shillings a month.

The increase in members in the late 1920s was short-lived and in the early 1930s,
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Club accounts from 1935 showing wages,
prizes and other information. (Stock Book,
Cork City and County Archives, U351)



Pennants recording the
success of the club in
the Barton Shield
competition, 1933.

concern was again expressed at a fall in
numbers. A special financial meeting was
held in October 1933 at the Munster and
Leinster Bank on the South Mall in Cork.
The venue was interesting, given that in this
period many members worked in banks.
The meeting noted that income from annual
subscriptions had dropped steadily from
£674 in 1929-1930 to £501 in the current
year. Following discussion, it was decided
“to keep expenditure at its lowest without
any drastic alterations in the present
arrangements.”% Expenditure certainly was
monitored carefully and in 1935 wages
were reduced for some of the staff. Even
the cost of a badly needed new mower was
only approved after some members signed a
guarantee of £200.

These prudent policies paid off as by the
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Barton Shield cup awarded to J.F.

Nicholson, one of the members of
the successful Monkstown team in
1933.

following year (1936) the club had a profit of just over £134,
membership had increased and the course was in good condition.
Ted Whitaker, who was club treasurer in 1937 and 1938 recalled that
on taking up the post he was amazed to find some subscriptions
outstanding for up to five years by members of the committee!6> The
collection of these and other arrears was vital in improving the

financial state of the club. In fact, the club continued to prosper in
the late 1930s and even managed to open a contingency account. At
the 1938 Annual General Meeting Alfred Exham, who had been a key figure in
founding the club thirty years earlier, remarked “It was a wonderful year”, noting that
he never remembered anything like it in the club before.66

One of the reasons for the success of the club as the 1930s progressed may have been
related to the confidence generated by the golfing success of some of the members.
In particular, the club’s men’s senior team won the prestigious Barton Shield in 1933
— a tremendous achievement for a club of its size. The Barton Shield Foursomes
competition had been inaugurated in 1910 by the President of the Golfing Union of
Ireland, Mr. Justice Dunbar Plunket Barton. It began as an inter-county competition,
but from 1920 was an inter-club event.” Monkstown had entered the competition in
earlier years, but the 1933 team of S.H. McCarthy, C.A. Murphy, J.G. Musgrave and
J.F. Nicholson was the one that had most success in this period. The final was held
at the Little Island course of Cork Golf Club on Saturday 3rd June on a day that
started wet but later cleared. Monkstown played Dublin University in the final, with

Ut

McCarthy and Musgrave winning their match 2 up and Murphy and Nicholson
defeating their opponents 4 up. The Cork Examiner reported that “Monkstown
scored a most praiseworthy win for the teams were very evenly matched, the total
handicaps in each case being 16. Monkstown’s representatives in both matches
played remarkably well, C.A. Murphy’s accurate putting being one of the features.”¢8
Amongst the other notable golfers in the club at this time were William Locke, G.
Locke, F. Stafford, Frank J. Egan, R. Nix and D. Doyle. At about the same time, the
ladies’ teams were having successes in their competitions.

LADIES BRANCH

Ladies were a key element in
Monkstown Golf Club from its M
foundation. As has been seen,
Miss Eileen Boumphrey drove the
first ball at Monkstown Golf Club
at the official opening ceremony in
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informal committee or branch
already in existence before that
date. In 1913 the Annual General
Meeting referred to the election of
a Lady Captain and also quoted
from the ‘Ladies Minutes’.
Unfortunately, this earliest ladies’
minute book has not survived and
it is not known if a separate Lady
Captain was in fact elected.
However, there clearly was a keen
interest in the game amongst the
early female members of the club.
This was not surprising as ladies
adopted the new game with
enthusiasm when golf clubs were
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founded all over Ireland from the 1890s. While most
ladies were members of a branch of a men’s club, some
founded their own ladies’ club, the first of which was
the Holywood Ladies Golf Club founded in County
Down in 1888. It was as early as 1893 that the Irish
Ladies’ Golf Union (I.L.G.U.) was founded in
Belfast and, like the GUI, was the first national
union of its type. It organised the first Irish
Ladies’ championship in the following year,
1894, at Carnalea in County Down. Initially
attracting mainly northern clubs, by the early
years of the 20th century there were many
affiliated clubs from the south. The interest in golf
amongst ladies continued to grow during this period, helped
by the international successes of some early northern lady golfers
such as May, Violet and Frances Hazlet and Rhona Adair.

At Monkstown the ladies regularly played in competitions and were active in the club
in the early years. In January 1920 the (men’s) committee agreed that “a Ladies
branch be formed & that a sub-committee consisting of Mrs. Kidd, Mrs. Barry &
Miss Smith, Miss K. Belton Captain & Miss Payne Hon. Secretary be approved of to
hold office until the Annual General Meeting 1921. Three to form a quorum. This
committee to have powers to arrange Ladies Competitions, Inter Club Matches &
Ladies Handicaps.”6? Despite this clear decision, nothing appears to have been done
for a further three years. This may have been because of the unrest and disruption in
the country during the early 1920s.

It was in May 1923 that the ladies’ branch finally was formed. On 11th May the
ladies’ branch minutes record: “It was suggested at the Annual General Meeting of
the Monkstown Golf Club held on Saturday 5th May 1923, to call a meeting of the
lady members with a view to forming a Ladies’ Branch of the club. Mrs. McCardle
& Mrs. Scott were nominated secretaries pro tem. The meeting was held at the Castle
at 5 p.m. Friday 11th May. The following members were present: - Mrs. Barry, Mrs.
O’Connell, Mrs. Roberts, Miss Harvey, Miss Belton, Miss Exham, Miss Sunner[?],
Miss Harte, Miss Barry, Miss O’Callaghan, Miss Cade, Miss Sharpe, Miss Morney,
Mrs. Sharpe, Miss McCarthy, Miss Bullen, Mrs. Maguire, Mrs. McLachlan, Miss
Nash, Miss Ferguson, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Exham, Miss Lane, Mrs. Chadwick,
Miss Beale, Miss Simms, Miss Waggett, Mrs. McCardle, Misses Hicks (2), Miss
Foley, Mrs. Scott.””0 The first captain was Miss Belton, Mrs. Scott was the first
honorary secretary, Mrs. McArdle was elected to the Chair and the three committee
members were Miss Waggett, Miss Foley and Mrs. Jenkins.

With the ladies’ branch officially established, they soon set to work organising
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competitions and  overseeing
handicapping. The ladies’
committee also arranged inter-club
competitions, one of the first tasks
being to choose a team to represent
Monkstown against Douglas Golf
Club in April 1923. In 1924 the
LLRTHA OFNR EHNEING, Monkstown  Ladies’  Branch
affiliated to the I.L.G.U. and
maintained an interest in the union
over the ensuing years by attending
meetings and  passing  on
information received.
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Be flaper e be osatitle] Ty msr ik wes prim The main work of the Ladies’
Branch during the 1920s and 1930s
was arranging and overseeing
fixtures. Various competitions were
held during each year, including the
captain’s prize, cup competitions
and inter-club events. There were
often only two or three committee
meetings during the year, together
with an annual general meeting
which was usually held in April.
Most of the work was routine, but
was important in maintaining the ladies’ programme in the club. There were golfing
successes in the late 1920s and early 1930s when the ladies won shield and cup
competitions. The teams also performed well in the Irish Senior Cup, reaching the
national finals in 1931 and 1932.
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Notice of ‘Ladies Open Meeting', 1923, from
Competition Book 1908-1924. (Cork City and
County Archives, U351)

After a period without its own professional in the early 1920s, Monkstown appointed
Jeremiah (Miah) Coakley in May 1926. He had worked at the club for some years
prior to that date and in his new role he gave lessons to members, at two shillings an
hour, as well as making clubs in a workshop fitted up for him. Coakley also acted as
caddie master during the week. Unfortunately, after less than seven years as
professional, Miah Coakley died in early 1933. Club members contributed to a fund
in his memory, to benefit his widow.

The new professional, James (Jim) Higgins, was no stranger to the club. His older
brother Jack had served as professional from 1914 to 1917 and Jim seems to have
worked at the club for a time before his own appointment in April 1933. He became

professional and caddie master,
provided lessons, supervised the
course and supplemented his
income through the sale of balls.
He also made golf clubs and was
renowned for his skills and
dedication in this craft. He was to
become a much admired and
respected figure around the club
for nearly a quarter of a century.

In 1937 Jim Higgins married Alice
Galway, the daughter of the
stewardess of the clubhouse. The
Galway family were associated
with the club for many years.
Mrs. Galway had taken over from
Mrs. Hayes who had retired in
1922 through ill health. A
presentation was made to Mrs.
Hayes in appreciation of her work
over the years. Mrs. Galway’s
husband, Joe, was employed by
the de Vesci estate to look after its
affairs at Monkstown and the
Galways lived in one wing of the
castle. As in earlier times, there
were occasions when additional
help was required by the
stewardess when catering for
certain functions. Local people
would assist on these occasions
and during the Galways’ time at
the castle their four daughters also
helped out when necessary.

Mrs. Galway had a reputation as a
good cook, providing basic food
of a high quality despite having to
work in a small and ill-equipped
kitchen. Facilities at the castle
were minimal and diners always
ran the risk of having dust and

Jeremiah Coakley, professional at the club from 1926 until 1933.
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Jeremiah Coakley (right) with his brother Timothy beside Monkstown Castle.

insects fall from the ceiling of the club room into their food! There was no proper
ceiling in that room and although the club discussed making improvements in the
1930s, nothing was done. Bill Andrews joined the club in 1938 and recalled that
conditions in the castle “were spartan. The bar consisted of three small tables with a
galvanised bath for the empties. There was no ceiling — the walls were bare stone and
the heating was by way of an antiquated stove. In fact, in the winter months you had
the choice of drinking copious quantities of whiskey or dying from exposure”.”/ In
1940 the club room was described as “very cold and draughty in the winter”.”2

While conditions at the castle were very basic, this was a period when members did
not have high expectations of facilities at their clubhouse. The clubhouse essentially
was seen as a base for playing golf with rudimentary catering and changing
amenities. Many members lived locally and used their own houses for their main
meals and for any formal socialising. This view was linked to an inherent
conservatism amongst the committee and a reluctance to borrow money or have the
club fall into debt. It was felt that any improvements should be funded by the club’s

own resources. At a time of economic difficulty in many areas
of the world, including Ireland, in the 1930s, this view was
understandable.

However, it was not entirely the fault of the club that the
facilities at its clubhouse were so basic. The club did not own the
building and lands, although members managed to negotiate a
more permanent lease in 1928. This replaced the agreement that
had been in place since 1908. The need for a lease was linked to
the club’s large expenditure on the course in 1926 and the need to
clarify the obligations of both the club and the de Vesci estate
regarding the upkeep of the castle. The new 35 year agreement was
signed on 12th May 1928 and fixed the rent at £45 per year for
approximately 45 acres of ground.

As part of this agreement, some new trustees were appointed for the

club. Alfred H. Exham remained as trustee, but in 1928 Alfred Boumphrey
and Graham Goold were replaced by Raymond Morrogh and Edward D.
Wrixon. Boumphrey had been made an honorary member in 1923 in
recognition of his work for the club since its foundation. Edward Wrixon
only served as trustee for four years as he died in 1932, having contributed
much to the development of the club. Raymond Morrogh subsequently
retired as trustee and in 1937 Cecil H. Exham and Edward (Ted) Whitaker
filled the vacant trustee positions.

Despite the new lease, various plans that the club made to improve
conditions at the clubhouse were not fulfilled. There seemed to be a difficulty in
obtaining the landlord’s permission to make any significant changes. For example in
1930 the architect James Buchan and Mr. Harrington drew up plans to add a new
room to the castle, together with other alterations. The Annual General Meeting of
that year approved the plans and agreed to spending up to £300 on them. Members
had already guaranteed £200 of this large sum. However, the de Vesci estate did not
approve of the scheme and in the end more modest changes were made: some of the
windows were enlarged and the main room was improved. In addition electricity was
supplied to the castle from 1937, at the same time as it was connected to nearby
Castle House, then occupied by the Fox family.

There was a gradual increase in the number of members using cars to travel to the
club. This was related to the closure of the rail link from Cork to Monkstown in 1932,
although there was a bus service available. The increase in cars led to ongoing
problems with the surfacing and upkeep of the avenue and over the years this was a
cause of concern and negotiation between the club and the estate.

Club Visitors'

Book, 1935-1941.
(Cork City and
County Archives,
U3s1)
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One of the plans for the castle was to improve the floor in the main room which was do
not particularly sound. The club was aware of this and the floor was propped up from )
underneath. While safe enough for ordinary use, members recalled that there was |
some nervousness regarding the state of the floor when used for dances and on other
occasions when there were a lot of people in the club. In 1932, following a successful
dance, the committee suggested that the props be permanently set. The props
remained in place as long as the club was in the castle and successfully ensured that
revellers did not plunge into the room underneath. A limit also was placed on the
number of people using the room.
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The successful entertainments that had been held at the castle towards the end of the
war were severely curtailed in the early 1920s and the piano was sold. The civil
unrest at that time combined with a reduction in members meant that the venue no
longer was in demand. In late 1923 the committee decided not to use the castle for
dances or other entertainments. However, by the early 1930s the situation had much
improved and dances were held at the castle once or twice a year, usually during the
Christmas season. A sub-committee was set up to organise these events and received
considerable assistance from lady members. The dances not only were enjoyable,
but often raised much-needed funds: the dance in early 1932 made a profit of over
£33. Tickets for the 1934 dance cost six shillings and sixpence each and a total of 120
were sold. These were occasions where members could invite others to join in the
entertainment. In January 1937 a letter was received from the Officers’ Mess on
Spike Island thanking the club for providing transport to and from the pier on the
occasion of the club dance. The Royal Navy still had a presence in the harbour at that
time, a link that was to be broken the following year when its remaining facilities
were transferred to the Irish Free State.

By the 1930s the club was well established and had weathered some difficult times.
Its numbers were small: there were less than 200 men and perhaps only twenty or
thirty ladies. Not surprisingly, most members knew each other well and moved in the
same circles. At this time many members were bank officials, particularly from the
Munster and Leinster Bank which was one of the largest banks in the region. Like
many golf clubs of this era, there was a strict code of behaviour expected from
members. William Locke recalled that when he joined Monkstown in the late 1920s
it had a “small membership of well behaved members, well versed in the rules which
were strictly adhered to. ... Members were not allowed to appear in the bar dressed in
sportswear — collar, tie and jacket were expected. Visitors were not allowed under any
circumstances to buy drinks and in general the conservative attitude in keeping with
the period was observed.”7? Despite seeming austere to outsiders, the club had a close
and friendly atmosphere amongst its members. Ted Whitaker described how when
he became a member in the 1920s he found himself “amongst a small group of fine

friends ... Despite being a bad golfer, I loved every game with my fellow ;

members.”7#The first thirty years of the club had seen it become an important part of ; b e

the life of Monkstown and it was well placed to face the new challenges of the 1940s Old nine hole layout. LR ,.:;':5‘l / -
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CHAPTER 2

CONSOLIDATION
1940~1958

s the 1940s dawned, Monkstown Golf Club was a well established entity, with a small
but loyal membership. The early years of the new decade, however, were to prove
difficult for the club as a result of Second World War. Although the Irish Free State
was neutral during the war, the conflict did have an impact on all aspects of society.

One of the major problems during the war (known as ‘the Emergency’) was the lack
of fuel. Petrol shortages made it very difficult for members to travel to Monkstown to
play golf as private cars were virtually out of use by the end of the war. This problem
did not deter some members who took to other forms of transport such as buses,
bicycles and horse drawn vehicles. The poorly maintained and badly rutted avenue
was a formidable challenge to members, particularly on dark nights. Bill Andrews,
who served as club secretary for many years, recalled this era: “We then took to
cycling from the city to Monkstown. The road from the Monastery onwards was not
tarmacadamed and this coupled with the
hill made the going pretty tough.
Returning home to Cork we had the hill in
our favour plus plenty of liquid
refreshment, the journey was a good deal
easier. Four of us made the trips on
Sunday by landau. We would have to
disembark at the monastery at
Rochestown as there was no way the
horse could tackle the hill with a full load.
Coming home was quite an adventure
with the jarvey and the passengers well
and truly loaded. Even the horse was
suspect.”/  Although many members did
continue to frequent the club during this
period, there were others who were unable
to do so and membership numbers fell.

Monkstown Golf Club Trophy presented by
William Dwyer in April 1949.
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As early as mid-September 1939, not long after the outbreak of war, the fuel shortage
was having an impact. The Ladies’ Branch minutes recorded that the Autumn Open
Meeting would be cancelled “owing to the shortage of petrol”. 2 Other events were
also affected and in 1942 it was decided that the Handicap and Monkstown cups
should be played as 36 hole competitions because of transport difficulties. Similar
uncertainty surrounded some of the men’s competitions. At a national level, the Irish
amateur open and close competitions were suspended during the war, as was the Open
Championship of Ireland and many other Union Cups and Shields tournaments. Thus
the general reduction in golf competitions, falling memberships and transport
problems all combined to have an impact on club life. In Monkstown, the Annual
General Meetings of the war years all noted the fall in green fees, bar profits and
subscriptions. Naturally, this led to financial stresses for the club which reported
losses during most of this period.

The club had been in a very healthy state at
the end of the 1930s, so the financial
problems during the war were disappointing
for members. However, the reserve built up
by careful management in earlier decades
proved to be important in keeping the club
operational. In addition, some members
showed great initiative in fund-raising. One
of the most successful schemes was run in
1943 by the secretary, W.A. (Bill) Andrews,
the treasurer D.J. O’Sullivan, P. Barry, M.
Horgan and M.F. Lynch. A case of
Hennessy’s brandy was obtained for £25
and offered as a prize, with tickets costing
one shilling each. The shortage of brandy
was such that the members sold 276 books

Jim Higgins Trophy.
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Members of the Monkstown team who were winners of the Cork Junior League in 1941.
Left to right, front: Paddy Barry (Club Captain), A.E. McNamara (Team Captain), Harry
Dale and Frank Maguire. Back: Jimmy Reardon, M.J. Lynch, Michael Anthony, Miles
O'Byrne and Denis O'Sullivan.

of tickets! There was great satisfaction in late October when it was announced that the
sweep had resulted in a profit of over £106. This was a significant achievement and
ensured that the club did not record a loss in that financial year.

As during the previous world war, the club was used for fund-raising activities for the
Red Cross. Unfortunately, a request to hold a dance at the castle in January 1942 had

44

to be turned down because of the condition of the
floors in the building. However, a successful
exhibition match, in aid of the Red Cross, had been
held at Monkstown the previous year, in July 1941.
The match was highly successful and featured
well-known players: Jimmy Bruen was partnered
by Monkstown professional Jim Higgins, while
Redmond Simcox had the Cork Golf Club
professional Jack Higgins as his partner.

Jimmy Bruen was one of the most accomplished
players of that era, winning the Boys’ Amateur
Open Championship at Royal Birkdale in 1936 at
the age of 16. He had remarkable success over the
following two years: he won the Irish Amateur
Close Championship in 1937 and 1938, played on
the victorious 1938 Walker Cup team and won the
amateur prize at the Irish Open Championships in
1938. Although born in Belfast, he grew up in
Cork and was a member of both Cork and
Muskerry golf clubs. He was renowned for his
golfing talent and skills, including his distinctive
back swing or ‘loop’5 So it was not surprising that crowds gathered at Monkstown
in 1941 to see him play. Redmond Simcox of Cork Golf Club also was highly
regarded for his golfing prowess and had lost to his good friend Bruen in the finals of
the 1938 Irish Close Championship.

Perhaps fittingly, the match ended in a draw with all players showing their skills at
varying times. The local press reported: “The match attracted a gratifying amount of
support, and as was to be expected, it was a very close affair. There was never more
than a hole in the difference and a halved match was a very fair result. Simcox was
the most consistent player of the four, fighting almost every hole of the round. Bruen
was not his usual safe self off the tees, but his short game was perfect.”# Brothers Jim
and Jack Higgins were doubtless satisfied with the result of the game, which was
refereed by Lieutenant Commander George Crosbie, President of the Golfing Union
of Ireland.

The exhibition match of 1941 was a welcome distraction from the shortages and
inconveniences caused by the war. By May 1945, with the end of the war in Europe,
D. O’Sullivan (Captain) reflected the thoughts of many when he spoke at the club’s
Annual General Meeting hoping that “with the dawn of peace the prosperity of the
Club would be increased”.> His hopes were not in vain as the club gradually did
recover, although it was a slow process. At the 1946 Annual General Meeting it was

Trophy presented by J.J. Long, 1949.
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Monkstown Golf Club Foursomes Cup,
presented by the Three Towns Team, 1949.

Balance Sheet for a club dance held in November 1941.
(Minute Book, Cork City and County Archives, U351)

envisaged that green fees would increase with the
return of motor traffic. Earlier in the year the club had
conferred honorary membership on the officers of the
British minesweeping flotilla that was based in the
harbour in 1946. The ships in that year, and again in
1947, removed the extensive minefields laid in the
approaches to the Bristol Channel and Irish Sea. Their
officers helped to increase the numbers playing golf at
that time.

The shortage of golf balls throughout the war had been
a major problem as factories concentrated on wartime

45

e %

necessities. In July 1946, with wartime restrictions lifted, the Monkstown professional
had two dozen golf balls for sale and the club committee had to decide how these
precious new balls might be purchased. The decision reached was to put a list on the
notice board to receive the signatures of members wishing to buy a ball. Then twenty
four names would be drawn, allowing each of those members to purchase a single ball.
Those lucky members would not be able to compete for the privilege of buying a ball
again until all of the others had had such an opportunity.

By 1948 the effects of wartime shortages were waning and the club found itself
operating at a profit. Not surprisingly the committee looked to the future with
confidence and managed to keep the club in a good financial state for the ensuing
decade. This was an admirable achievement at a time of economic difficulty and high
emigration in Ireland. Both membership and green fees were increased in the early
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Page from the club membership
book, 1951.

The Exham Teapot, donated by Margot A.H. Exham in
1999 in memory of members of the Exham family who
played a major role in the early years of the club.
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1950s and again in 1957 to ensure that the club
remained in good financial order. It even
managed some capital expenditure during this
period.

The 1940s and 1950s saw the loss of several
long-term members of the club. One of the
most significant was the death in 1942 of Alfred
H. Exham. He not only was a founder member
of the club, but had held office every year from
1908. Exham was elected as vice-president in
1908 and was re-elected in every subsequent
year until 1941. In that year the minutes record
that he was elected as president of the club, with
H.B. Scott holding the position of vice-
president. Viscount de Vesci had served as
president of the club from 1908 and continued
to hold this role until his own death in 1958.
Club records do not contain information as to
why a second presidential position was created
in 1941, but it is likely that members felt that
Alfred H. Exham deserved to hold the title of
president. He had played an active role in club
affairs from its foundation and by 1941 was in
his eightieth year and in poor health. It was a
suitable way of honouring a man who had
contributed so much to the club and it was a
tribute which was much appreciated by Exham.
He wrote to the secretary, P.J. Dunlea, on 3rd
May 1941: “I am in receipt of yours of 29th
ulto and cannot adequately express how
honoured I feel at the action of the Monkstown
Golf Club in unanimously electing me a
President of the Club. From the formation of
the Club I have always taken a deep interest in
its welfare and though I cannot any longer,
owing to my illness, take any active part in its
affairs my interest in it is unabated. I hope you
will convey to the members how grateful I am
& how greatly I appreciate the honour they have
done me”.¢ Alfred Exham died just over a year
later and the club committee convened a special
meeting to mark the occasion.

Alfred Exham’s older brother Henry, who also had
been associated with the club from the start, had
resigned in 1940 when he was nearly 87 years old.
His resignation was accepted with regret. Other
respected club members were granted honorary
membership. In late 1949 Colonel J. Stratford
Cummins tendered his resignation, but in early 1950
wrote to the club thanking members for “the great
compliment” of honorary membership which he
accepted as “a very great honour. ... As you say I have
been associated with the club in Monkstown for many
years having played over three different courses in the
neighbourhood. In fact I was almost the originator of
golf in that part of the world and was as you no doubt
know joint Hon. Secretary of the present club at its
start, so [ am very happy to be associated with the club
still.”7 In the same year honorary membership was
conferred on another founder member, W.J. Dwyer of
the successful Sunbeam Wolsey textile company. In
1953 Mr. Maguire was granted honorary
membership. This probably was J.F. Maguire who
was a founder member and served as first captain of
the club.

W.A. (Bill) Andrews, who was
closely involved in the club for
over fifty years.

Alfred H. Exham was elected as president of the club in 1941 and again in 1942 not
long before his death. His son Cecil Exham became president in 1943 and from that
year onwards a new president was elected each year. The office of vice-president,
which had been important in the club, was filled for a number of years but then appears
to have been discontinued.

Viscount de Vesci died in 1958 and at the Annual General Meeting in 1959 it was
proposed that Cecil Exham “by virtue of his long connections with the Club” should
be “Honorary President” to fill the place vacated by the death of Viscount de Vesci.$
This suggests that de Vesci’s role became ‘honorary’ from 1941. Cecil Exham died in
late 1959 and his successor in 1960 as honorary president was Charles Fleury, another
long-term and active club member. Fleury held the position, later known as life
honorary president, until his death in 1976. The position of honorary president was
not filled after that date.

During the 1940s and 1950s various men held the position of honorary secretary to the
club. W.A. (Bill) Andrews served in this role in the early 1940s and again for most of
the 1950s. It was in the mid-1950s that the decision was made to change the club year
so that it began on 1st January instead of 1st April, as had previously been the case. It
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The clubhouse at Monkstown Castle
during the 1940s.
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