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Dates for the diary

It’s been a great start to the year thanks to the superb condi6on of the course and the benign weather through January and
February. We have rarely seen so many enjoying their golf this
early and let’s hope it is an omen of things to come in 2019.
We welcome our new General Manager Brian and we look
forward greatly to working with him and helping him to seHle
in and to lead our wonderful club to new heights.
We also extend a warm welcome to our new members and look
forward to mee6ng them before too long.
The team managers have been selected for both clubs and
prepara6ons for the cups and shields are well underway. We
received great inspira6on from the performances
and successes of last year and are excited by the challenges
ahead in striving to match or improve on 2018. The prospect of
joining the yellow swarm traversing so many courses again this
year is something special.
You will read our course oﬃcer’s report on the recent improvements being carried out on three of the tees and par6cularly the
major work on the 16th. We ask for your pa6ence while the work on the 16th is being completed as it promises to be a magniﬁcent par three worthy of any course.
We wish all our members a most enjoyable year of golf and we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible throughout the
year and especially on the following dates:
Carol’s Captain’s Prize: 18th May
Maurice’s Captain’s Prize: 7th & 8th June
Peter’s President’s Prize: 16th & 17th August
President Peter, Captain Maurice, Captain of the Ladies Carol

Marymount Hospice.
Ada O’Sullivan’s commiHee tells us that the
coﬀee morning on 7 Feb last raised
€7,693.00. A big thank you to all who supported the event & to the generosity of Alan
& Debbie who donated the coﬀee and
scones.

Compe6tors and supporters are reminded of our Social Media Policy (see website) when
pos6ng content on any social media pla`orm -Facebook, WhatsApp etc. Inappropriate use
of Social Media can hurt people, damage the reputa6on of Monkstown Golf Club and result
in severe problems for the perpetrator(s). Monkstown Golf Club’s Policy is clear, read it and
follow it.
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Course Oﬃcer Update (Q1, 2019)
The tee reconstruc6ons on the 3rd, 7th and
16th holes are
almost complete.
While the ﬁnal
outcome remains
to be seen we are
extremely happy
with the 3rd and 7th
tees and the 16th
looks extremely
promising at this
early stage.
We must allow the new tees to bed in and as we have used a
combina6on of sod and seed we do not expect the tees to be
in play un6l the following dates:
Tee 3 - May 2019
Tee 7 - May 2019
Tee 16 – June 2019 for 50% of tee, balance later.
This tee reconstruc6on project was recommended by both the
2018 and 2019 Course CommiHees, ra6ﬁed by the respec6ve
Club CommiHees and ﬁnally approved by the current Management CommiHee. The overall project cost was €16,000 and
we expect it to come in on budget due in no small measure to
one of our suppliers lending us a machine and a member providing us with a 5 tonne digger for 16 days at no cost. We are
extremely grateful to both. The greenkeepers have put in extremely long hours in very trying weather condi6ons and we
are very fortunate to have such a dedicated team.
Regarding other course ac6vi6es, the edging on all the course
bunkers has been cut and, in some cases, rebuilt or re-sodded.
The pathway between 10th green and 11th tee has also been
re-sodded. The banking near the 17th green is looking beHer
every day and we have put in a seed-bag holder beside the
Ladies’ ﬁrst tee. We also intend to roll out an Adopt-A-Green
programme in the next few months tapping into the very
strong sense of volunteerism that is in the club. Overall, we
have a truly beau6ful course and it is up to all of us to look
aker it.
Rules of Golf 2019 - cau:on (ﬂag in or ﬂag out)
Take care when hifng approach shots to the green that the
green is clear of players. You may see the ﬂag going back in but
the green may not be clear as a player may have put it back in
prior to pufng.
Rules of Golf 2019 - Addi:onal local rule. 18th HOLE – RELIEF
ON OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE RED PENALTY AREA BETWEEN 18th
& 14th FAIRWAY
When a player’s ball is in a penalty area, including when it
is known or virtually certain to be in a penalty area even
though not found, the player may take relief using one of
the op6ons under Rule 17.1d. Or, when playing the 18th
hole, when the ball last crossed the edge of the red penalty area between the 18th and 14th fairways, as an extra
relief op6on adding one penalty stroke, the player
may drop the original ball or another ball on the opposite
side of the penalty area (14th fairway side) within two clublengths of the Reference Point.

Our new general manager Brian
Hurley took up his du6es on
4th February last and we look
forward with considerable enthusiasm to his stewardship of
our club over the coming
decades. Brian is a young man,
a na6ve of Cork and was taught
at Douglas Community school
by our members Jim Long, Ted
Coakley and John Dunlea. Prior
to joining us at Monkstown,
Brian was the general manager
at Portmarnock since May 2013
and prior to Portmarnock Brian
was general manager at Dooks
in Glenbeigh for 5 years. Brian
is a qualiﬁed golf professional
and a member of the PGA. He
has spent his en6re career in the
golf industry and was recognized in December last by the Irish Golf Tour
Operator Associa6on as the Golf Club Manager of the year 2018.

